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REPORT
on
Maldives Broadcasting Commission’s

STUDY TOUR to Understand All Aspects of Broadcasting in
CHINA

7" — 11" November 2016

CONTACT

Maldives Broadcasting Commission
Majeedhee Magu,
Male’

Rep of Maldives

Tel: 960 3334333

Fax: 960 3334334

Email: sg@broadcom.org.mv
Website: www.broadcom.org.mv

REPORT ON STUDY TOUR CHINA

The main purpose of the study tour funded and facilitated by the government of
China is to understand how the Chinese broadcasting sector functions and to
observe the best practices in broadcasting regulation. The observations made and
the information gathered would be immensely helpful to develop the broadcast
industry in the Maldives and to strengthen the functioning of the Commission.

Objectives
The main objectives to be achieved from this tour are, to observe the practices
applied in broadcast regulations by studying the Chinese broadcasting industry,
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to discuss issues related to broadcast regulations with broadcast regulators of
China and to seek training opportunities for local broadcaster development from
prominent broadcasters such as China Central Television (CCTV) and China Radio
International (CRI).

Study Tour Delegation

The Commission’s study tour delegation consisted of President Mohamed Shahyb,
Vice President Mohamed Aslam, Commissioners Fathimath Zaina, Aminath
Saraahath Izzath, Hassan Nabaah and Ismail Sofwan. Complaints Coordinator
Hawwa Zahira and Public Relations Coordinator Ahmed Arshad Ali also traveled
to China on this study tour.

Travel Itinerary

The study tour delegation departed from Male’ on 06th November 2016 night and
arrived in Beijing on the evening of 7t November 2016. Following 3 days of
informative visits and meetings with regulatory and monitoring bodies of China,
the study tour delegation returned to Male’ on 11t November 2016.

A detailed description of the visits, meetings and discussions held during
study tour China are as follows:

DAY 1

EVENT 1: ARRIVAL IN BEIJING AND DINNER WITH SAPPRFT SENIOR OFFICIALS
7 November 2016, Monday, 19.00 HRS

Study tour delegation landed in Beijing Capital International Airport late afternoon. After
arriving at the Hotel, delegation attended a dinner hosted in honor of the delagation, by
State Administration for Press, Publication, Radio Film and Television (SAPPRFT). Over
dinner, Commission delegation briefed SAPPRFT senior officials on the purpose of this tour
and discussed ways to foster relations for the development of Maldives broadcasting sector.

DAY 2

EVENT 1: MEETING WITH VICE MINISTER, MR TIAN JIN, STATE ADMINISTRATION FOR
PRESS, PUBLICATION, RADIO, FILM AND TELEVISION
8 November 2016, Tuesday, 09.30 HRS

Following the introduction of both parties, president of Broadcasting Commission, Mr
Mohamed Shahyb, spoke on the Commission’s mandate and its role in the broadcast industry
of Maldives. Mr Shahyb also highlighted the purpose of this study tour and the




resourcefulness of such a tour to understand how to regulate and monitor the broadcast
sector of Maldives.

OBSERVATIONS

- The State Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television of the
People's Republic of China (SAPPRFT), formerly known as the State Administration of
Radio, Film, and Television (SARFT), is an executive branch under the State Council of
the People's Republic of China.

- Its main task is the administration and supervision of state-owned
enterprises engaged in the television, radio, and film industries.

- It directly controls state-owned enterprises at the national level such as China Central
Television, China National Radio, China Radio International, as well as other movie
and television studios and other non-business organizations.

- It is also responsible for censoring any materials that offend the sensibilities of the
Chinese government or Chinese cultural standards.

- Vice Minister Tian Jin said that over the years government of China have contributed
and cooperated in various aspects in development efforts of Maldives.

- Vice Minister Tian Jin assured that SAPPRFT would provide assistance to develop the
broadcast sector of Maldives and especially to train local broadcasters.

- He further assured that every year they would invite a Maldives news
editor/technical staff to the SAPPRFT organized annual media forum.

- Also, for further development of broadcasting sector, Vice Minister instructed the
delegation to send in related proposals to the Chinese Ministry of Commerce.

- He further said that both Ministry of Commerce and Chinese Embassy in Maldives
would work together in facilitating the trainings proposed.

- Vice Minister highlighted on a Chinese short movie shot in the Maldives, which
helped in the promotion of Maldives tourism in China.

- He queried from the delegation on the possibilities of airing Chinese movies and
series in the Maldives.

- Commission President said that the Commission fully supports such a venture and
assured that they would play a mediator’s role in building relations between Chinese
cinema and Maldives broadcasters.

- The Commission’s mandate and its role in the broadcast industry were highlighted in
the discussions and the purpose of this study tour and its importance for the overall
development of the broadcast industry of the Maldives was also highlighted. The
challenges the Commission faces in functioning properly due to budgetary restraints
and lack of modern technical equipment and resources was informed.

- Commission delegation inquired from Vice Minister on training opportunities for
local broadcasters in areas of technical and human resource development.

RECOMMENDATION

- Maintain close contact with SAPPRFT in following up with the agreed areas of
assistance.
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- Request assistance in training local broadcasters to develop the country’s broadcast
sector.

- Maintain close contact with Ministry of Commerce (China) and Chinese Embassy in
Maldives to submit proposals regarding broadcasting sector development and
broadcaster training.

EVENT 2: VISIT TO CHINA RADIO INTERNATIONAL
8 November 2016, Tuesday, 15.30 HRS

Upon arrival at China Radio International, Commission delegation was greeted by CRI officials
and provided an informative tour of the facility. Delegation met with staff at the facility and
observed the broadcasting work in progress at various studios.

OBSERVATIONS

- China Radio International (CRI) is the state-owned international radio broadcaster of
China. It was founded on December 3, 1941.

- CRl also publishes online dailies called Beijing News and Beijing International.

- It has 32 overseas correspondent bureaus and 6 main regional bureaus, and
broadcasts over 2700 hours of programming each day (24 hours in English), including
news, current affairs, and features on politics, the economy, culture, science and
technology.

- CRl broadcasts in 65 languages.

- CRl content is broadcasted via the internet and numerous satellites; and its programs
are rebroadcasted by many local FM and AM radio stations worldwide.

- Commission delegation highlighted the importance of professional training for
technical staff in order to develop the sector, and they expressed their desire to send
local broadcasters to work with CRI technical staff and experts on observer training
and in attachment programs.

- The working stations are well equipped to fully function and staff has access to state-
of-the art equipment for editing and production purposes.

- The delegation met with many of the staff working at CRI South Asia divisions such as
Hindi, Tamil, Bengali, Nepali, Urdu, Sinhalese etc.

RECOMMENDATION

- Request assistance in training local broadcasters to develop the country’s broadcast
sector.

- Facilitate local broadcasters to work with CRI technical staff and experts on observer
training and in attachment programs.

- Recommend opening a Dhivehi division at CRI to broadcast a variety of content in
Dhivehi language.
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DAY 3

EVENT: VISIT TO FORBIDDEN CITY AND THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA
9 November 2016, Wednesday

Commission delegation first visited one of China’s most famous attractions, namely, the
Forbidden City, in the morning. After that delegation made a trip to see the Great Wall of
China, one of the most famous wonders of the world.

DAY 4

EVENT 1: VISIT TO CHINA LOCAL CONTENT MONITORING CENTRE
10 November 2016, Thursday, 9.30 HRS

Upon arrival at the Monitoring Centre, senior officials at the Centre greeted the Commission
delegation. The delegation was briefed on the Monitoring Centre’s functions and operating
policies, during the visit.

OBSERVATIONS

- The Centre works under and is directly supervised by State Administration of Press,
Publication, Radio, Film and Television of the People's Republic of China (SAPPRFT).

- The Monitoring Centre focuses on monitoring local content broadcasted via over
30,508 channels.

- The facility houses 150 screens, mounted on a 5mX50m display area.

- All the channels are simultaneously monitored throughout the day.

- 202 satellites provide the footage necessary for monitoring purposes.

- Over 4000 FM Radio frequencies are monitored at the facility.

- Complaints could be filed at the Centre throughout the day and 45 monitoring
stations work in shifts and are in operation 24 hours a day.

RECOMMENDATION

- Request assistance in training Commission staff to develop the in-house monitoring
department.

EVENT 2: VISIT TO CCTV+
10 November 2016, Thursday, 11.00 HRS

Upon arrival at CCTV+, senior officials at the facility greeted the Commission delegation. The
delegation was briefed on the facility’s functions and operating policies. The delegation also
observed the ongoing broadcasting and related works at the facility.




Following the introduction of both parties, president of Broadcasting Commission, Mr
Mohamed Shahyb, spoke on the Commission’s mandate and its role in the broadcast industry
of Maldives. Mr Shahyb also highlighted the purpose of this study tour and the
resourcefulness of such a tour to understand how to regulate and monitor the broadcast
sector of Maldives. Further he spoke of possible training in Chinese broadcasting facilities for
local broadcasters in order to develop broadcasting sector of Maldives.

A detailed presentation of CCTV+ was made during the meeting held with CCTV+ senior
officials.

OBSERVATIONS

- A subsidiary of China Central Television (CCTV), CCTV+ was established in December,
2010 in order to provide a wide variety of news materials from China and the world
including political, economic, social and breaking news.

- In order to better serve customers from around the world, CCTV+ also provides
scripts in English, French, Russian, Arabic and Spanish.

- Through cooperation with the Associated Press and Reuters, users of CCTV+ cover
1,600 television channels in more than 70 countries and districts.

- Through its online based Global Distribution System (GDS), CCTV+ provides a variety
of news and video footage from China and Chinese perspectives on international
affairs.

- CCTV+ informed the delegation that they are working together and have close
affiliations with Maldives public service provider, Public Service Media (PSM).

- As the delegation were seeking training opportunities for local broadcasters, CCTV+
explained the training and models of training they conduct throughout the year,
requesting Maldives broadcasters to join 20 days or 1 month training programs at the
facility.

- Further CCTV+, requested from Commission delegation to facilitate in building
relations with Maldives broadcasters with regard to create an understanding on
sharing video footage on GDS of CCTV+.

- CCTV+ offered invitation to their annual Global Video Media Forum, where
established media organizations and media personnel converge to share experiences,
ideas and innovations to face the ever changing media spectrum.

RECOMMENDATION

- Request assistance in training local broadcasters to develop the country’s broadcast
sector.

- Facilitate local broadcasters to work with CCTV+ technical staff and experts on
observer training and in attachment programs.

- Mediate between CCTV+ and local broadcasters in facilitating easy access to Global
Distribution System (GDS).




EVENT 3: MEETING WITH VICE PRESIDENT OF CCTV
10 November 2016, Thursday, 15.30 HRS

Before meeting with CCTV Vice President, the Commission delegation was taken around the
CCTV facility with broadcasting services ongoing at the studios. The delegation met with
technical staff and enquired on the ongoing work and on technical aspects of the equipment
at the facility.

At the meeting, following the introduction of the delegation CCTV Vice President and senior
officials, Commission president Mr Mohamed Shahyb, briefed on the inception of the
Broadcasting Commission, its mandate and role of Broadcasting Commission in the broadcast
industry of Maldives.

OBSERVATIONS

- China Central Television (CCTV) is the predominant state television broadcaster of
China.

- CCTV has a network of 50 channels broadcasting different programs and is accessible
to more than one billion viewers.

- Most of its programs are a mixture of news, documentary, social education, comedy,
entertainment, and drama.

- CCTV operates 50 television channels, and provides programming in six different
languages.

- Speaking at the meeting, CCTV Vice President Mr Jiang Wenbo, said that at present
CCTV focuses on integrating new media with broadcasting and with a vision to create
apps for mobile for easy access to CCTV broadcasting content.

- He further went on to say that CCTV would be delighted to provide assistance for the
development of broadcasting sector of Maldives.

- Reiterating his desire to assist in broadcast development, CCTV VP advised to make a
proposal and to submit it to SAPPRFT and advised to write to Chinese Ministry of
Commerce to assist in acquiring technical equipment required to enhance the
functioning of the Commission.

- Commission delegation inquired from CCTV VP on training opportunities for local
broadcasters in areas of technical and human resource development.

- Commission President also requested assistance from CCTV to facilitate local
broadcasters to use satellites for up linking and down linking.

- During the meeting Commission President highlighted many of ongoing development
projects in Maldives with Chinese aid and assistance which should have a wide
coverage in the media.
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RECOMMENDATION

- Request assistance in training local broadcasters to develop the country’s broadcast
sector.

- Facilitate local broadcasters to work with CCTV technical staff and experts on
observer training and in attachment programs.

- ON CCTV recommendation, submit proposal to SAPPRFT on broadcast development
and broadcaster training for local broadcasters.

- ON CCTV recommendation, to write to Chinese Ministry of Commerce to assist in
acquiring technical equipment required to enhance the functioning of the
Commission.

- Request to CCTV to open their bureau in Male’ to make coverage of ongoing Chinese
assisted development projects in Maldives.

Follow up

Below is a list of actions to be taken and follow ups to do in order to facilitate
programs and training opportunities that the Commission managed to secure
through productive meetings and discussions with Chinese broadcast regulatory
authorities and broadcasters that will ensure the overall development of
Maldives’ broadcast industry and strengthen technical capacity of broadcasters.

- Submit proposals to Chinese Ministry of Commerce and SAPPRFT through
Chinese Embassy in Maldives on broadcast development and broadcaster
training for local broadcasters at CCTV, CCTV+ and CRI.

- Submit proposals to Chinese Ministry of Commerce through Chinese Embassy
in Maldives, to assist in acquiring technical equipment required to enhance
the functioning of the Commission.

- Request assistance from SAPPRFT in training Commission staff at China Local
Content Monitoring Centre, to develop the Commission’s in-house monitoring
department.

This list will be followed up regularly to assess the progress on training
opportunities mentioned above.




Note of Gratitude

This study tour was organized with a lot of hard work and input of well wishers
and other notable figures.

First and foremost the Commission expresses its gratitude to the government of
China and the Chinese Embassy in Maldives, for the official invitation extended to
the Commission to make this tour, for organizing a tour of this magnitude and for
being a wonderful host to the Commission delegation during the delegation’s stay
in Beijing.

The Commission commends the work by the Chinese Embassy in Maldives, in
organizing and arranging this tour. The Commission gratefully acknowledges the
support and assistance of Chinese Ambassador to the Maldives, H.E. Mr Wang
Fukang and staff at the Embassy in facilitating and the excellent arrangements of
this tour.

Also, the Commission applauds the input of Secretary General Mohamed Nasih,
Director, Planning and Projects, Aishath Shaaheen, Strategic Communications
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# | Name Nationality Channel Serial No.
1 | Mohamed Afrah Maldivian Avas Online 427-LCM-ACR-382
2 | Moosa Rasheed Maldivian Avas Online 427-LCM-ACR-383
3 | Ahmed Naaif Maldivian Avas Online 427-LCM-ACR-384
4 | Ismail Afrah Maldivian - 427-LCM-ACR-385
5 | Aidha Abdul Hakeem Maldivian Channel 13 427-LCM-ACR-386
6 | Ziad Abdulla Maldivian Channel 13 427-LCM-ACR-387
7 | Ahmed Wajeef Maldivian Channel 13 427-LCM-ACR-388
g | Abaul Ghafoor Abdul Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-389
Wahhab
9 | Khadheeja Anasth Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-390
10 | Hussain Rasheed Yoosuf Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-391
11 | Amna Imad Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-392
12 | llyas Abdulla Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-393
13 | Aminath Irasha Abdulla Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-394
14 | Mohamed Siraj Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-395
15 | Mohamed Humaam Ali Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-396
16 | Hussain Ibrahim Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-397
17 | Hussain Waseem Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-398
Ri SE RetlE82 20 28 | 0. 25 SA25 25 2016



18 | Ismail Shah Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-399
19 | Mohamed Samah Maldivian Vmedia 427-LCM-ACR-400
20 | lbrahim Zaki Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-401
21 | Mohamed Shahym Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-402
22 | Rilwan Moosa Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-403
23 | Mohamed Razeen Rafeeu Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-404
24 | Mohamed Firdous Bagir Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-405
25 | Mohamed Faisal Zakariyya Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-406
26 | Ali Saamin Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-407
27 | Abdulla Hafeez Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-408
28 | Mohamed Shafeeu Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-409
29 | Ahmed Shareef Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-410
30 | Fathimath Azeema Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-411
31 | Mohamed Amir Ahmed Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-412
32 | Minha Faiz Rashaad Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-413
33 | Ahmed Jaishan Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-414
34 | Yoosuf Sofwan Rasheed Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-415
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35 | Fazleena Hussain Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-416
36 | Rugiyya Mohamed Moosa Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-417
37 | Hussain Habeeb Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-418
38 | Muaaviyathu Anvaru Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-419
39 | Zarifa Ahmed Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-420
40 | Hoodhu Saamee Maldivian Channel 13 427-LCM-ACR-425
41 | Aishath Shimna Maldivian Channel 13 427-LCM-ACR-426
42 | Ahmed Hamdhoon Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-430
43 | Mariyam Saliya Mohamed Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-431
44 | Aminath Shifleen Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-432
45 | Fazeena Ahmed Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-433
46 | Asima Nizar Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-434
47 | Niumathulla Idrees Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-435
48 | Ahmed Abdulla Saeed Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-436
49 | Abdulla Jameel Ahmed Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-437
50 | Ismail Naseer Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-438
51 | Moosa Latheef Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-439
52 | Nishan Ali Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-440
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53 | Mohamed Sharhaan Waheed | Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-441
54 | Mohamed Hamdhoon Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-442
55 | Hussain Shayaah Maldivian Haveeru 427-LCM-ACR-443
56 | Mohamed Fazeen Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-459
57 | Ahmed Sajid Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-460
58 | Rizna Zareer Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-461
59 | Abdulla Mohamed Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-462
60 | Adam Zareer Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-463
61 | Mohamed Wisam Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-464
62 | Azmoon Ahmed Didi Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-465
63 | Ali Yoosuf Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-466
64 | Ahmed Mamdhooh Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-467
65 | Mohamed Anil Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-468
66 | Gamaruddeen Fahumee Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-469
67 | Ahmed Sanid Saeed Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-470
68 | Ahmed Nadheem Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-471
69 | Murshid Abdul Hakeem Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-472
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70 | Meekail Ahmed Naseem Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-473
71 | Hussain Fariyaad Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-474
72 | Mohamed Hussain Maldivian Raajje TV 427-LCM-ACR-475
73 | Abdulla Munawwaru Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-490
74 | Nasrulla Shiyam Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-491
75 | Ibrahim Maahil Mohamed Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-492
76 | Ahmed Rifath Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-493
77 | Mohamed Afrah Maldivian Channel 13 427-LCM-ACR-494
78 | Mohamed Yaaminu Maldivian Channel 13 427-LCM-ACR-495
79 | Shaheedha Abdulla Maldivian Channel 13 427-LCM-ACR-503
80 | Hassan Mohamed Maldivian D 427-LCM-ACR-500
Independent
81 | Mohamed Saif Fathih Maldivian Maldives 427-LCM-ACR-501
Independent
82 | Aminath Shafaa Maldivian Maldives 427-LCM-ACR-502
Independent
83 | Ahmed Hamdhoon Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-508
84 | Mohamed Hamdhoon Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-509
85 | Abdulla Jameel Ahmed Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-510
86 | Asima Nizar Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-511
87 | Ali Nafiz Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-512
88 | Fazeena Ahmed Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-513
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89 | Mariyam Saliya Mohamed Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-514
90 | Mohamed Yaameen Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-515
91 | Ismail Naseer Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-516
92 | Nishan Ali Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-517
93 | Muizz Ibrahim Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-518
94 | Niumathulla Idrees Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-519
95 | Asiyath Mohamed Saeed Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-521
96 | Azzam Ali Fulhu Maldivian Mihaaru 427-LCM-ACR-522
97 | Fathimath Saeed Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-524
98 | Fayaz Moosa Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-525
99 | Mohamed Afrah Maldivian Sun Media 427-LCM-ACR-526
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